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Taro Yamamoto “Rimpa Reflection”

Period : 2024.7.20(Sat.) - 8.9(Fri.)

Hours : 12:00 - 18:00

Venue : imura art gallery

Opening Reception : 7.20(Sat.) 15:00 - 18:00
*Closed on Mondays, Sundays and National Holidays

Taro Yamamoto {Flowers Iris Reflection)
Japenese mineral pigment on paper with gold and silver leaf, 53x53cm, 2024 (Photo by Makoto Ito)

Imura art gallery is pleased to announce Rimpa Reflection, a solo exhibition by Nippon-ga artist Taro
Yamamoto.

Since 1999, when he advocated “Nippon-ga,” a fusion of Japanese classical painting with contemporary
styles, Taro Yamamoto has produced a large body of works that are traditional, but also rich in innovative
style. Recently, Yamamoto has been working on a new Nippon-ga project called NEO UKIYOE, in which
he focuses on ukiyo-e, but gives the images a pop art arrangement.

This exhibition presents the artist’s NEO UKIYOE works along with his new Flowers Iris series, inspired
by the folding screen masterpiece Irises by Ogata Korin, who is known for perfecting the Rimpa style.
Yamamoto aims to incorporate a contemporary sense of color and design into motifs that are very familiar
to Japanese viewers, featuring irises, groups of plants with deep blue and bluish-green colors, rhythmically
arranged in ornate pictures in which lavish use is made of gold leaf.

Andy Warhol’s Flowers series is an example of the influence of such ideas. These famous images of flowers
come in many color variations. Using silk-screen printing, Warhol repeatedly produced images rendered
in a two-dimensional, abstracted manner with vivid colors. Korin was also an artist who freely used this
technique of repeating motifs. It is now known that Korin used stencils to reproduce some of the motifs
rendered in Irises.

Discovering commonalities between Korin and Warhol, two artists who at first glance seem to be the prod-
ucts of completely different times and countries, Yamamoto uses his own distinctive sensibility to extract
their respective properties and produce works of greater refinement. This solo exhibition reveals how
Yamamoto’s new works brilliantly combine traditional iconography with a contemporary sense of color.
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—Artist’s Statement

Over the centuries, Rimpa has transcended time to exert a tremendous influence on Japanese art
and kogei craftwork in each period. My own work is no exception, and here I feature new series that
reflect this influence from Rimpa.

Recently, I have been working on my NEO UKIYOE series, which is based on ukiyo-e, but has a pop
art taste. Ukiyo-e is sometimes referred to as the pop art of the Edo Period, and my NEO UKIYOE
series is a contemporary update in the same vein. Famous ukiyo-e artist Katsushika Hokusai, who is
well-known for having frequently changed his name, actually left the Katsukawa school at one point,
and adopted the name Tawaraya Sori. By echoing the name of one of the originators of Rimpa,
Hokusai was declaring that his work incorporated a Rimpa lineage.

While Rimpa and ukiyo-e are both clearly Japanese art, they have somewhat different styles. Never-
theless, they have in common the fact that rather than being the art of the ruling classes, they
enjoyed popularity among the general populus, such as the machishu merchants of Kyoto or towns-
people of Edo. As an homage to Hokusai’s career as a painter, | am exhibiting the NEO UKIYOE
series as well as the RIMPA REFLECTION series, which is a further development from NEO
UKIYOE.

For RIMPA REFLECTION, I present for the first time my Flowers Iris series, which was inspired by
Andy Warhol’s Flowers series and Ogata Korin’s Irises. And I have attempted to give the gallery a
colorful, pop art flavor, resembling a flower garden.

Taro Yamamoto

LA ABR / Taro Yamamoto

@Profile
1974 Born in Kumamoto
1999  Starts advocating "Nippon-Ga"
2000 Graduated at Kyoto University of Art and Design, Kyoto, with a BFA in Japanese painting.
2013~2018 Associate professor of Arts & History course at Akita University of Art
2018~2022 Associate Professor of Kyoto University of Art and Design
(currently. Kyoto University of Arts) Kyoto Art Course

2022~ Specially Appointed Professor of Kyoto University of Arts and Crafts
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@ Sclected Solo Exhibitions

1999  "Nippon-Ga", Fukugan gallery, Osaka

2005  "Who's clothes?", Gallery Iteza, Kyoto

2006  "Nipponga Byobu Matsuri", Gallery Iteza and 9 other places, Kyoto

2007  "Hibi Kore Nippon", Bunkamura Arts&Crafts, Tokyo

2008  "Taro Yamamoto exhibition", imura art gallery, Kyoto

2009  "Taro Yamamoto solo exhibition -Nippon-Ga new but classical Japanese art", MUSEUM "E-KI", Kyoto

2010  "Taro Yamamoto Solo Exhibition -the classics— Tales", Dai-ichi Life Gallery, Tokyo

2011  "Taro Yamamoto solo exhibition - the classics - cherry", imura art gallery, Kyoto

2012 "JHQ", imura art gallery, Tokyo
"Nippon Ga: Contemporary Visions of Classical Japanese Art" ART ATRIUM, Sydney, Australia

2013 "24/24 -twenty four twenty fourth-", imura art gallery, Kyoto / Tokyo
"Nippon-Ga KAOMISE", Project Room Sasao, Akita

2014  "Coga Calling", Nihombashi Takashimaya, Shinjuku

2015  "Heisei Rimpa Nippon-ga X Unso-do", imura art gallery, Kyoto

2017  "#Akeomerikuri Merry Xmas and Happy new year Taro Yamamoto’s Red and. White Room",
BIYONG POINT, Akita

2018  A-lab Exhibition Vol.15 Amagasaki Castle Project related project
"Play, Travel and Create with the Era Taro Yamamoto Exhibition", A-lab, Hyogo

2019  "Taro-Kajya and Taro-Painter. Shigeyama Sennojyo's succession commemoration ceremony |
Costume presentation”, imura Art Gallery, Kyoto

2020 "—Reiwa era Rinpa School— Taro Yamamoto Nippon-ga Paintings", Osaka Takashimaya , Osaka /
Shinjuku Takashimaya, Tokyo / Yokohama Takashimaya, Kanagawa

2021  "Oshiyoe", Kyoto University of the Arts Geijutsu-kan, Kyoto

2022 "Oshiyo-e Reiwa Actor Pictures", Osaka Takashimaya, Osaka / Kyoto Takashimaya, Kyoto
"Taro Yamamoto Kiyomizu-dera Project”, Collaboration project with students from
Kyoto University of Arts and Crafts Kiyomizu-dera Kyodo , Kyoto
"Taro Tsunagi Project Results Exhibition: Taro and Nippon-ga Paintings with New folktales",
Tsunagi Art Museum, Kumamoto

2023  "Taro Yamamoto's Nippon-ga Land" ART SHINSAIBASHI TRENDING ART SPECIAL,
Shinsaibashi PARCO 14F PARCO GALLERY / SPACE 14, Osaka
"Gacha-Pop% Nippon-Ga", Kobe Hankyu Main. Building 4th floor Art Gallery, Hyogo
"TaroYamamoto —NEO UKIYOE—", Shinjuku Takashimaya, Tokyo

@ Sclected Group Exhibitions

1999  "The 4th Showa Shell Sekiyu Contemporary Art Prize", Meguro Museum of Art, Tokyo
2000  "Philip Morris Art Award 2000", YEBISU GARDEN PLACE, Tokyo

2004  "Selected Artists in Kyoto 2004 -New Wave-", The Museum of Kyoto, Kyoto

2005  "Nihonga Jack", The Museum of Kyoto, Kyoto
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"incubation 05", Kyoto Art Center, Kyoto
"VOCA 2007:The Vision of Contemporary Art", The Ueno Royal Museum, Tokyo

"The Quintessence of JAPANESE-STYLE PAINTING : from the Edo Period to the Present”
The Suiboku Museum, Toyama

"The Expedition to Nihonga", Itabashi Art Museum, Tokyo

"Japanese style painters connected to Kyushu", Contemporary Art Museum Kumamoto, Kumamoto

"Caracters - Young artsits from Kumamoto", Contemporary Art Museum Kumamoto, Kumamoto
"SENDAI SOHO PROJECT - OROSHIMACHI ART FESTA 2011," OROSHIMACHI, Sendai, Miyagi
"The 5th Kaii Higashiyama Memorial Nikkei Grand Prize on Japanese Painting Exhibition",

The Ueno Royal Museum, Tokyo

"Kamisaka Sekka: Dawn of modern Japanese design", Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia
"KAMIKOANI PROJECT AKITA", Yagisawa village, Akita

"Neo-Classic Kakunodate" Ando Jyozo (miso & soy sause maker), Akita

"ZIPANGU", Takasaki City Museum of Art, Gunma / Hachinohe City Museum of Art, Aomori /

Akita Museum of Modern Art, Akita

"The Audacious Eye -Japanese Art from the Clark Collections-", Minneapolis Institute of Arts,
Minneapolis, USA

"Art of Akita" Akita Museum of Art, Akita

"The 6th Kaii Higashiyama Memorial Nikkei Nihonga Prize", The Ueno Royal Museum, Tokyo

"The Hosomi Collection and the Contemporary Artists of Kyoto" Hosomi Museum, Kyoto

"Essence of Rimpa Appearing on Japanese Painting Circles in Kyoto—Humor and Wit”,

Kyoto Prefectural Insho—Domoto Museum of Fine Arts, Kyoto

"Celebrating 400 Years of Rimpa :The Road from Rimpa- The Works of Kamisaka Sekka and Yamamoto Taro",
Museum "Eki" KYOTO
"Ray as the wind god & Kylo Ren as the thunder god in Star Wars: The Force Awakens",

Kiyomizu-Dera Temple, Kyoto

"Opening the another world-Traditional monsters scroll and Contemporary art", Akita museum of art, Akita
"IMAYO : JAPAN’S NEW TRADITIONISTS",
The Art Gallery of University of Hawaii/ Honolulu Museum of Art ,Honolulu

"NIHON-GA-Searchi for a New Horizon-", Toyohashi City Museum Art & history, Aichi

"IMAYO Connecting Past and Present", Shibuya Shoto Museum of Art, Tokyo

40th anniversary exhibition "Omokage-Monogatari- stories of memories"

Taro. Yamamoto's works and museum collections, Shimada Museum of Art, Kumamoto

"The 7th Kaii Higashiyama Memorial Nikkei Japanese Painting Award. Exhibition",

Ueno Royal Museum, Tokyo
"Exhibition Nihonga", MICHEKO GALERIE, Munich, Germany

"UTSUSHI Taro Yamamoto x Shinichi Miyagawa 2-person exhibition",

Ginza Mitsukoshi 7th floor gallery, Tokyo
"Beauty of Japanese Art and Design From Rimpa and Ukiyo-e to Present Art",

Toyama Prefectural Museum of Art, Toyama
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2020 Meiji Jingu Forest Festival of Art "Shikansuiyo-Beautiful Forest and Nature", Meiji Shrine Museum, Tokyo
Reopening Celebration I "ART in LIFE, LIFE and BEAUTY", Suntory Museum of Art, Tokyo

2022 "ART@DAIMARU", Daimaru Kyoto store, Kyoto
"TIDE - When the tide takes shape", Kagoo, Osaka

2023 "VOCA 30th Anniversary 1994-2023 VOCA30 Years Story / Kobe "
Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art Oji Branch Haradanomori Gallery, Hyogo

2024 "Shin Japanese Painting: Revolutionary Nihonga" Pola Museum of Art, Kanagawa

@Public Collections
Kyoto University of Art and Design
Kentucky Fried Chicken Japan Ltd.

Dai-ichi Life Insurance Company, Limited

Tohokushinsha Film Cooperation

Shiinoki Cultural Complex, Ishikawa
Contemporary Art Museum, Kumamoto

Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia
National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, Australia
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, Minneapolis, USA
Nintendo Co., Ltd.

Sato Art Museum

Shimada Museum of Art

Tsunagi Art Museum

@ Awards

1999 The 4th Shell Art Award

2000 Philip Morris Art Award 2000

2007 VOCA Prize

2012 The 5th Nikkei Nihonga Prize

2015 The 6th Nikkei Nihonga Prize

2015 Kyoto City Artist Prize

2015 Kyoto Prefecture Cultural Award, Encouragement Prize
2018 The 7th Nikkei Nihonga Prize
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31 Kawabata-higashi Marutamachi imura art gallery

Sakyo-ku, Kyoto, 606-8395 Japan

Tel : 075-761-7372 Fax :075-761-7362
E-mail : info@imuraart.com
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